Treatment of cardiovascular diseases in cancer patients.
Cardiovascular diseases and cancer are the leading causes of death in the Western world. Cancer treatment has been associated with cardiovascular complications, among others cardiotoxicity of mediastinal radiation and certain chemotherapeutics. Identification of patients at high risk, prevention, early diagnosis, and treatment of cardiovascular diseases are emerging fields in cancer patients. Close interdisciplinary work between oncologists and cardiologists is pertinent for the treatment of cardiovascular diseases and complications in cancer patients. Diagnostics and treatment applied to the individual case should be based on the available evidence in terms of patient-centered management. Further clinical research focused on the pathogenesis and treatment of cardiovascular diseases in cancer patients is warranted to pave the way to guidelines for this nonhomogeneous patient group.